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For visits and information:
www.roccadivignola.it

info@roccadivignola.it
Tel. 059 77.52.46
bookshop

toilets

public car parks available nearby

The clock Tower

This tower was the main entrance
to Vignola in the Early Middle Ages
(Castelvecchio) and it had two
drawbridges. The automated clock
was placed on the tower in the 15"
century.

The ancient market loggia

In the Contrari square

The loggia, built during the second
half of the 1B6™ century, hosted the
chestnut markets coming from the
Apennines - meant for the Padanian
cities - and the silkworms cocoons,
processed by the silken industries in
Bologna. Under the colonnade there
was a sundial dating back to 1852.

Barozzi Palace

Around 1560, by the will of Ercole
Contrari the Elder and following the
project of a great architect from
Vignola, Giacomo Barozzi (called if
Vignola) an entire medieval block was
demolished to make room for the
palace, new residence of the lords.

audio guide (English, French, German, Spanish)

only ground floor accessible for disabled people
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Entrances and Ravelin

The fortress has got two sequential
entrances, which originally had a
drawbridge. Between these ones
stands the Ravelin and behind the
second archway stands a second
fortified tower used to defend the vault
that faces the courtyard.

Contrari Chapel (1° floor )
Among the rooms of the lord’s
apartment, a late-gothic Italian jewel
is nestled inside the walls: the Chapel
of Uguccione Contrari. It is adorned
with precious 15%-century frescoes,
dedicated to the History of Christ and
of the Virgin Mary.

Rocchetta

This place was used to stock pieces
of artillery, war machines, crossbows,
bows and arrows and food supplies
(corned beef, wheat, wine, olive ail) for
the garrison guarding the Fortress.
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Nonantolana Tower

Built around the 13" century, it was
elevated and enlarged during the
14™ century. In the first years of the
15™ century it started looking like the
way we now know it, that is, with the
upper part entirely built with bricks.
It was the dungeon of the Fortress,
the last defence, hosting Uguccione
Contrari's study and the prisons,
among which the one anciently called
of the mill, because of its proximity to
the underlying mill of Pusterla.

The Moat

The excavating started around 1416,
while the bastion was built after. The
entire structure incorporated some
of the buildings of the medieval village
built around the first Fortress.

Brush Tower

Built between 1415 and 1418, it
derives its name from the presence -
until the beginning of the19% century -
of a sentry box placed on the top of the
roof. During the Risorgimento (first
half of the 19" century) it was used
as jail for political prisoners and as the
house of their keeper.
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Women’s Tower

Built in the first two decades of the 15%
century upon ancient fortifications, it
derives its name from the presence of
prisons only used for women.

Soldiers rooms

and the walkways

The rustic rooms, near the walkways,
hosted the garrison’s soldiers.

Frescoed Halls (1¢ floor )
(Dames, Pavilion, Dogs, Coats of Arms,
Tree Trunks)

The rooms on the main floor hosted
the lords’ private lives, whose family
affairs inspired the decorations of the
halls.

Frescoed Halls (ground floor)
(Lions and Leopards, Doves, Rings)

Here, the public life of the feudal
court took place. The painted coats of
arms and the symbols (Lion, Leopard,
Dove and Rings) belong to the noble
families that owned the Fortress
between the 15" and 20" centuries
(Contrari, Estensi, Boncompagni and
Boncompagni-Ludovisi).

The Half Tower

The remains of the tower prove that
the first Fortress dates back the 11%-
12% centuries.

(o
The defences, formed by a small
entrance (pusterla, from the latin
“narrow door”) protected by a small
advanced tower, was used till the

17" century as emergency exit and
entrance in case of siege.



